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Thousands of Americans have read
with surprise and sorrow the bitter
comments of n port of the British
press, and likewise of some of the
French and Italian newspapers, upon
President Wilson's well meant but
clumsily contrived effort to advance
the day of peace. The expressions of
the Irritation excited among our
friends abroad by the note to the bel-

ligerents, suggesting not a conference
But merely an Interchange of views
that Bight possibly lead to a confer-aac- e,

have become somewhat less acrid
with the passing days; but there re-al-

a world of misunderstanding
as to the motives which Impelled our
Chief Magistrate to speak ns he did
(and as he had a right to speak, bar-

ring some details to which we have
already referred) In the name of this
neutral republic and Its hundred mill-Io- n

of people.
While Tub Sun believes that the

President's main purpose was to good
eyes legible even In the confusion of
statements 'and Infelicities of phrase
Which characterized his note to the
belligerents, and while wo give htm
fall credit for an honorablo purpose
which coincides with the hope thnt

ust be uppermost in every humane
and disinterested mind in this coun-
try, wc are bound to say that the un-

fortunate document fulled to make
the intended Impression on Intelli-
gences hot with the passion of patri-
otism, as Is the case throughout the
British Island. For warring peoples
It Is hard and oftentimes impossible
to understand the point of view of
friendship tliut is neutral technically
neutral In the sense of International
law. Wlienaa nation Is fighting, heart
and soul ns well as with Its arms, the
word"ncutrallly"becomes temporarily
obsolete "so far as Its own vocabulary
Is concerned. And the misconceptions
arising from this state of mind were
Immensely Increased by the Incredi-
ble stupidity of the scries of official

. explanations thnt followed the note,
the explanations of explanations, the
disavowals of intention and restate-Bent-s

of intention, and the promises
of further explanations yet to come.
Little wonder that the English com-

mentators were In n bog of bewilder-
ment ns to what President Wilson
was driving at; and It may be useful
now, In the Interest of a better under-
standing across the water, to cata-
logue somo of the misapprehensions
nearest the surface of English and
French comment:

1. That the President was playing
Germany's game In the most open
and barefaced manner, with the de-

liberate Intention of helping the Gov-
ernment at Berlin to get out of the
trouble In which Its own great sin
Involved that nation about thirty
months ago.

2. That tho President had permitted
himself to become tho dupe and un-

conscious tool of nstute German di-

plomacy ; and that his note was by sin-

ister suggestion so timed as to seem
to back--up with neutral support the
previous overtures of Germany her-wi-t.

Tho explanation from Wash-
ington thnt ttfc American note to tho
belligerents had been projected and
substantially finished' before Germany
proposed going Into conference over
terms of peace did not entirely remove
from English minds this unfortunate
misconception.

8. That the motive actuating Mr.
Wilson was n petty and vainglorious
desire to Inject his own personality
Into the situation with a view to
prestige and historical renown simi-
lar to that acquired by President
Roosevelt by his move for the set-

tlement of the Russian-Japanes- e war.
.Here, as in other instances, the Pres-
ident's own language lent color to tho
mistake; for Mr. Wilson, In his note
published on December 21, actually
suggested the suspicion by his char-
acteristic nnd unnecessary disclaimer
of any wish "to piny a part In con-

nection with the recent overtures of
the Central Powers."

4. That tho President was Interced-
ing for pence In Europe simply and
solely to avert further complications
with Germany In the matter of sub-
marine activities affecting American
lives nnd property. In other words,
that the motive of the note was na-

tional cowardice, and that Germany
used this cowardice to further her
own alms. Here again the mistake
found support In the President's own
words; for he specifically Informed
the several Governments he was ad
dressing that his concern for an early

conclusion of the war arose "out of
a manifest necessity to determine
how best to safeguard" neutral Ameri-
can Interests If the war was to con-

tinue. It Is easy to how this ex-

planation of hlsAcourse might be
by the Allies, and how;

particularly from the British point
of view, such a plea for relief from
trouble might not be regarded with
entire sympathy. -

G. That the President was so lack-
ing In ordinary perception of the
moral causes underlying this mighty
struggle ns to credit the aggressors
nnd the defenders with precisely the
same lofty Interest ln the preserva-
tion of the rights of small, weak na-

tions, and the same seat In the cham
pionship of those rights. The unfor- -

tunnto phrase was this: "He takes
the liberty of calling attention to the
fact that the objects which tho states
men of the belligerents on both sides
have In mind In this war are virtually
the same, as stated In general terras
to their own people and the world.
Each side desires to make the rights
and privileges of weak peoples and
small States as secure against ag
gression or denial In the future as the
rights and privileges of the great and
powerful States now nt war." It
should surprise no American that this
deliverance which might have been
omitted with great advantage to the
success of the note In the nlllcd coun-
tries, should be regarded with amaze-
ment by the nations fighting for the
restoration of the rights of Belgium,
the rights of Serbia. To be put by
Mr. Wilson on the same moral plane
as the invaders of neutral Belgium,
the destroyers of weak Serbia, was a
classification not calculated to Invite
confidence In his powers of discern-
ment; and the fondness of our Presi-
dent for turning what he regards as
felicitous phrases Is sot yet so well
understood la England as It Is here.
his subsequent metaphysical expla
nations of his meaning that he re
ferred not to the real ethics of the
respective causes but merely to the
causes as set forth by the statesmen
on one side and the other, and that
he had no Intention of passing Judg
ment on the sincerity of the utterances
of any belligerent have not bettered
matters much so far as our British
friends are concerned. Nothing In
the whole business has done more
toward minifying the effect abroad
of the original note tliurv this strange
pusssge, the bearing nnd significance
of which we can so readily compre
hend here nt home.

We have taken space thus to cata
logue nnd nnulyze the various theo
ries of the genesis of tho President's
note entertulned In England In order
to dismiss them nil and to suggest to
foreign critics the propriety of dis
missing them likewise.

Apart from the misfortunes of
method which hnve distinguished this
tentative; opart, moreover, from the
question of the President's Intimate
purpose In volunteering his services,
the fact remains thnt he has con-

tributed In nn Important degree to
the clearing up of the war cloud In
Europe. The possibility of n peace on
a stable basts Is certainly not less
remote than It was when Germany's
first approach was met by Lloyo
Geobce's specific declaration of The
objects for which England Is fighting
and the steadfast adherence of Paris
and Rome nnd Petrograd to the pol-

icy of thoroughness nnd preslstence.
The very Joy with which the Teuton
leaders have applauded the finger
pointing to the place where tho
rainbow may sooner or lutcr appear
Is a circumstance of no little signifi-
cance. If the Allies are right In their
cause and Tub Sun believes not
only in the Justice of that cause, but
also In Its eventual triumph every
Incident that helps to enlighten the
greut, honest nnd courageously suffer-
ing people of the Teuton nations as to
the truth of the situation and the

of tho sacrifices they are
muklng In their brave If mistaken
patriotism Is n distinct gain for both
tho Allies and the German peoples.
For the Allies because It makes
shorter the necessary task which they
hnve Inexorably set for themselves ;

for the Germans and Austrlans and
Hungarians nnd Turks because, as
we suld the other day, It enables them
to mobilize and muko effective the
moral forces which have been so long
Intent nnd misinformed.

When these Teuton peoplo of sense
nnd civilized umbltlons and common
human Impulses have learned by de-
grees tho truth thnt Is kept from
them for ambltlo.us dynastic reusons,
there Is n beginning of the process of
moral realignment, and the sequel of
the beginning Is as certain as the day
that comes after the night. They un-

derstand well enough already the ex-te- nt

of the sacrifices they are mak-
ing; when they fully grasp the fact
thnt the honorablo peace (hat Is to
come to Europe, with restitution and
reparation to tho Innocent victims
and permanent assurance against
such outrages In the future, will be
a pence quite as honorable to Ger-
many as to Its antagonists, the rift
In the clouds will hnvo opened wider
and the rainbow will be In sight.
There may lie more or less nngry re-

slstance at first to the Idea of such
u termination of the war nnd a hot
resolve to fight to tho death of the
last man nnd the starvation of
the last woman nnd child within tho
boundaries of tho Central Powers;
but as the economic pressure In- -

creases and the Inevitable result be-

comes more clearly apparent, the day
willjome which President Wilson
foresees and In his somewhat inept
way lias attempted to hasten.

Therefore, the British critics of the
American position as represented In

I ought to thaalc the President Instead

of blaming hta; and above all things
they ought not to misconstrue the
overwhelmingly prevailing sympathy
and friendliness that marks American
sentiment abet the great war.

Swanap Swaaap Bi Get the
Waaapnimw

' Among the members 'of the Senate
Committee on Commerce, to which
was entrusted the pork bill appro-
priating 146.000,000 for. the reclama-
tion of Mississippi swamps, Is Dun-
can U. Fletcreb of Florida, a State
which possesses more reclaimable
swamp land than any other In the
Union. The Florida Everglades ex-

tend south from Lake Okeechobee
about 110 miles. They are about
forty-fiv- e miles wide.

The reclamation of the Everglades
was begun, after several false starts,
In 1006 by the State of Florida, and
Is progressing satisfactorily, but not
bo satisfactorily that an expenditure
of $45,000,000 or so of .Federal money
In them would not be distinctly bene-
ficial to Florldlans. Mr. Flktcheb
should Introduce a bill repealing the
net by which, In 1850, the United
Stntes patented these marshes to his
State. Then n regular appropriation
could be rushed through.

Llfttag the Tell.
Against the easy theory that Ma

dame de Thebes was a conscious Im
postor must be weighed the courage
that .backed her precise predictions.
Sbe dared to be exact; at the height
of a popularity that owed as much to
credulity as It did to curiosity she
ventured and risked her reputation
continually on exact outgivings, the
confirmation or disproof of which
must come within periods of time so
limited that she could not hope to es
cape their reflex. Perhaps she counted
on the daisllng fulfilment of one pre
stge to overcome the distrust created
by many failures; yet It Is as easy to
believe that her confidence In herself
was greater than that her clients re
posed In her.

She practised an ancient trade, a
calling that has withstood tho assaults
of reason nnd the attacks of authority
for centuries since authority discarded
It as an Instrument for Its own de-

fence and guidance. The light of
knowledge nnd learning burns bright

y against a menacing backgrouna
of superstition In which tbe longing
for foreknowledge and the effort to
tear apart tbe veil that hides the fu
ture furnish Important elements. No
thoroughfare Is too mean to support
Its fortune teller; no mansion so grand
It excludes the oracle. We read of
strange seances nt the Moscovlte
court, and picture a barbaric, crude,
nnd unenlightened circle of auditors;
within sound of tbe rhythmic beating
of science's latest engine, around the
corner from tbe meeting place of those
whose researches banish from the
world nil except physical powers,
under the very shadow of the tower
of Iconoclastic education, the crystal
gazer watches the shadows of tbe fu
ture In his wondrous sphere. Tbe
shop girl has gone hungry at noon
that she may buy n love philtre; the
customer she serves Is filled with tbe
mystery of a not less strange though
more expensive attempt to mould what
Is to be to the desire of what Is and
whut has been.

Frauds, yes; but not infrequently
frauds who defraud themselves not
less successfully than they befool their
patrons. Witchcraft and magic pros-
per where the public school opens Its
doors to the neighborhood club; the
police court, In one of Its not few but
always unexpected amenities, conceals
JJie survivals under terms decently
suited to modern ears; but spells are
cast, and charms are wrought In tbe
blnck shadows bordering the course
of modernity's most powerful beam.

At no time has there been Inck of
Partridges; rather tho Blckcrstaff
family has seemed wanting in num
bers. But behind the Partridges hnve
been always Btrnngc nnd simple souls,
some divining, others accepting their
words In perfect candor and good
faith; nnd to draw the line between
impostor nnd dupe is a task tho
wisest man well might shirk.

Mr. Weed's Case.
Judge Nott has acted wisely in re-

fusing to dismiss th Imllpi mMit In
which 'Ronarr p. Wood Is charged with
bribe taking while holding office hs
Public Service Commissioner. If Wood
Is Innocent be is entitled to the vindi-
cation of n fnvnrnhlft rnrAIM Hr a
Jury. It he is guilty he should be
punisued.

More Important than Wood's fate,
however. Is the Justification of his
prosecution. If Wood was persecuted,
If baseless charges were brought
upilnst hlra to force him out of office,
If the authority of the Legislature and
of tho criminal courts was employed
to achieve a political purpose, a situ-
ation Intolerable and indefensible has
been created. The public has the right
to know the facts, that It may deal
with the offenders.

Mr. Wood may yet achieve the dis-
tinction of a public benefactor, un
likely though It now seems.

The Taiteak Situation.
It Is not to the credit of our local

tnxlcnb establishments that a Western
concern can come here, Invade the
metropolitan field, reduce the rates
nnd become so popular with the rid-
ing public that the demand for cabs Is
greater than the newcomer can sup-
ply until another shipment of cars
shall be received from the builders.

Tbe people have grown so tired of
the methods of predatory chauffeurs
aud the inferior service offered by the
concerns engaged In tbe local taxlcalf
business that Invasion by a new com-

pany offering better service at reduced
rates is not apt to arouse In New
Yorkers who hire cabs the partisan-
ship of pride of locality.

Tbe riding public cares little who

THE SUN, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 28,' 1916.

supplies the service If It is trust-
worthy, safe and cheap. Theso virtues
seem to belong to tbe new service
that New Yorkers have been asked
to patronise. After being made aware
of what a concern operated along
sound business lines can accomplish
In the way of service and rates, New
Yorkers would like to know why tbe
companies In tbe field before the In-

vasion by the Westerners could not
offer the same advantages.

There must be money in New York
taxlcabs. It Is estimated that the rid-
ing public spends nt least 10,500,000
a year. This huge sum Is worth com-
peting for, and the representatives of
another Western concern have been
looking over 'the l'ocah field with the
Intention of starting In business here.
Their inducements nre low rates,
luxurious cabs and a charge account
business If requested.

It now seems likely that tbe elder
and established taxlcab Interests will
have to meet the. terms of the lnvnd-er- a

or get gradually and gracefully
out of the business.

Field Marshal Jeflre.
In the Franco-Prussia- n war of

1870-7- 1 the rank of Field Mnrshnl of
France lost tho lustre which the
achievements of Davout, Massena,
Mubat, Net, Bessibes, Junot,
Lannes and other famous Generals of
Napoleon had shed upon It. Marshal
Bazaine tainted the coveted title. The
brave and hlghmlnded McMahon was
n disappointment In the hour of need.
It was a war In which no soldier
could carry the baton In his knapsack.
But there was a Second Lieutenant nt
the front whom destiny had chosen to
command the armies of France In the
greatest war In all history, and the
grade of Field Marshal Is now to be
revived to honor him.

Joseph Jacques Cebaibe Jomjc
won his baton at the battle of the
Marne, on which far flung field he ar
rested and turned back the German
advance and saved Paris and France.
It Is true thnt his subordinates did
the actual fighting, but Napoleon was
Indebted to Desaix, Lannes and
Bessieses for his victory tit Marengo,
nnd Davout clinched victory nt Wag- -

ram by turning tho enemy's left. The
strategy of the buttle of the Marne
was Jorrsc's, and he planned the
bringing up of reenforcements to out
number the Germans nt every iwlnt
of contact. And his was the re.oinn- -

slblllty of carrying on the great wur
for two desperate years and order-
ing everything nt the frout; and whnt
n strain It has been! A single false
Judgment, ns In the sanguinary and
critical fighting to hold Verdun, and
all would hnve been lost.

Napoleon made his Marshals peers
and kings; Bebnapotte, King of
Sweden; Mux at, King of Nnpleo;
Bessiebes, Duko of Istrln ; Jr.sot,
Duke of Abrnntes; Marskna, Prince
of Essllng; Davout, also n Prince
after his victory at Eckmflhl. TlieriM
will be no such exaltation fur Jo ma:
In republican France and he
will not hnve the trapping nor sur-
round himself with the splendors that
distinguished the peasants and ple-
beians who camo to be Napoleon's
Field Mnrsluils.

It will be plain, simple, methodical
Joseph Joffre to the end, fund of
fishing from n punt In a wlndlni;
French stream, nnd always averse to
show nnd glitter. His greatness will
be measured by n grand result, for
trench warfare has taken nil tho
martial glory out of war. In the gal-

lant and honorable company of
French Marshals Josci'ii .Ioitbk'h
old name will be found well up on
the roll.

How can American diplomacy bo
taught if nobody can understand It?

No one familiar with the usual variety
of half dollar would recognize the new
one. Ncc item.

The easiest way to Ret rid of ono of
them, e!1her new or old, U to bet It on
that proposition. Any ordinary citizen
will do for the test.

According to the Weather Bureau
It waa a Klaze, not a sleet, that humbled
so many pedestrians yesterday, but the
new word docs not chango tho speed
of a falling lo(ly.

Cleveland milk (rtrlka ends Produc-
ers and distributers agree Consumers
will pay more. Setcapaper headline.

Unhappy consumer! Ho has placo
only among the casualties.

"Gardner is a voice," says an un-

named Western Congressman, pre
dicting interesting developments in
the fight against leader Mann. Such
a voice as bade the Peasant Girl of
Domrfmy lead .tho Dauphin to
Bhelms, that he inlg-h- t there "worthily
receive his anointing"? And havo tho
insurgents an authentic dauphin in
hiding?

I wonder If you could hear your-
selves ! Now watch me, and aee If you
can't make a little more noise! Don't
be afraid! Conductor IIakniiart to the
"Ueiaiah" audience in the Garden.

They weren't afraid. Every one of
the 8,000 was a songster, but each one
wanted to enjoy tho melody of his
neighbor. New Yorkers are easily led
when they can bo led at all, but hitch-
ing posts when they don't want to be
led. And Mr. Barn hart tthould not
have talked like a football coach to a
squad of cloddish athletes.

Final tabulation of the vote of 1916
Is thought to show n decrease of ISO,-00- 0

in the Socialist vote, but that cal-

culation overlooks the 9,00(1,000 votes
that were cast for Wilson,

Canadians acquire 1,400 acres In New
Jersey for alt club, Headline.

What will the Btaatt-Zeltun- g say?

Twice General E. A. Mbrritt saw
the political party he helped to make
torn to pieces in New York, and twice
he saw it restored to efficiency. Ho
was an Important actor In the Stalw-

art-Half Breed row, an Interested
observer In tho Progressive revolt.
Throughout all Its troubles he retained
his faith in the Republican party, a
faith that younger men, entering po-

litical life under different conditions,
may find It dlaleult to understand. He

was of the old school of partisans,
whose partisanship was a matter of
fiercely held principle and whose con
tribution to the nation's welfare was
at least as respectable as that of some
less earnest and professedly daintier
practitioners of pontics.

t
When & Chinaman goes into bank-

ruptcy with liabilities of $154,783 one
may no longer doubt the Oriental's
ability to adapt himself to Occidental
ways.

Patient Eutope has, not asked the
United States or Mexico for a state-
ment of their alms.

Dr. Bolouan of the Health Depart-
ment declares that grip is not epi
demic, and says it is foolish to start
a scare. May his word prevail In the
service he adorns! One official epi
demic a year is about all the town
can stand.

Many disciples of the back to the
land movement would like to know
whether tho Federal Farm Loan
Board wilt advance money on enthu-
siasm.

It is probable that Secretary Lan
sing, chastened though he may be,
would be willing to admit that Car-- ii

ansa seems to be on tbe verge of
something.

If Mexico rejects a scrap of paper,
what kind of scrap does she expect?

THE PERIL TO THE PRESS.
United Protest Should Be Made

Against ProhlbltlTe Postal Rates.
To tub Editor or The Sun Sir: An

attempt Is being made In Congress to
Increase the rates of rnSstage on second
class matter. The proposal Is to divide
the country into zones, something like
the parcel post zones, the lowest charge
to be one cent a pound, the highest six
cents. The rate of postage on second
class matter, which Includes magazines,
agricultural and religious publications.
class Journals, aVc, haa been for many
years one cent a pound.

The object In establishing a low rate
of postage was to encourage tbe dissemi-
nation of good literature for the people
at low prices. That object has been
admirably accomplished. The publishers
long ago gave away to the public Itself
In low subscription rates on all sorts of
periodicals alt the advantages they got
for low rates of postage.

If Congress raises the rates, as Is now
proposed, the effect In connection with
the recent remarkable rise of 100 per
cent, or more In the price of white paper
will be the destruction of many hun-
dreds of publications and the crippling
of nearly all of then. H would prob-
ably become necessary for all publica
tions to Increase their subscription rates.

Unless people want to pay a good deal
more money for their reading matter
than they have been paying, an earnest
protest should go to Congress against
any Increase In rates. In point of fact.
there would seem to bo no excuse for a
movement of this kind at the present
time, becauso Postmaster-Genera- l Burle
son has recently announced that there
Is a surplus In the Post Office Depart-
ment for the last flscal year of over
J5.000.000. ,

It Is urged upon your readers to as-
certain the name of their Congressman
at once and write to him. protesting
nKlrut this Increase In tho rates of post
age, pointing out that the people are
being sufficiently taxed now In all sorts
of ways without Increasing the cost of
thel'r reading matter. '

Kdjvin W. Inoalls.
ItosTON, December I".

A Vast Industry Menaced.
To thk EniTon or Titr. Run Sir: To

the high cost of living may soon be
added the high coat of reading matter
If the movement In Congress to In-

crease second class postage rates suc-
ceeds.

The publishing business has grown to
vast proportions, employing a gTva.t
number of men and women. Now It Is
proposed In an Instant, as It were, to
destroy this great Industry. Nearly
every periodical would have to ral Its
subscription rates or go out of business,
thereby placing upon the reading public
an onerous and unnecessary tax.

Unless people wake up nnd send vig-

orous protests to Washington this meas-
ure, which Is to be attached to the pot
office appropriation bill as a rider. Is
likely to slip through and become law.

Nsw Tork, December 27, M. T. ft.

MR. DONALD'S SHIPS.

Hlt Company Keeps Its Vessels Under
the British Flag.

To THE Kmtor or Thk SfN Sir: It
behooves the Senate carefully to look
Into the qualifications and fitness of the
men named by the President for the
shipping board before confirming their
appointment. The lawyer, tho lumber-
man and the assistant railroad man
whom the President has named may In
tlmo arqulro a sufllclent practical know!-ede- c

of ocean shipping to make them
of practical value on the shipping board,
but It Is a question If they can now
be said to possess, as the shipping bill
particularly requires, "fitness for the
elllclcnt discharge of the duties Imposed
upon them by this act,"

One of tho other commissioners named
by the President Is an
man vthn retired from the steamship
business about twenty-fiv- e years ago,
when he sold out to the shipping com-
bine. However, friends of the American
nWchant marine will be most concerned
legardlng the nomination of Mr. John
A. Donald, a native Britisher, and at
present the head of a British steamship
company owning and operntlng five
steamers, all under the British flag.

As a loyal, patriotic frlertd of ,the
merchant marine It might reasonably
have been expected of Mr. Donald that
be would have put his vessels under
tliOjAmerlcan flag when Congress passed
legislation In 19 1 S. and again In 1914,
enabling him to do so, but the latest
Lloyd's Iteglster still lists his vessels
under the British nag.

Inasmuch as British shipping will be
most affected by the workings of the
shipping bill if its provisions are prop-
erly and loyully carried out, those of
us who hope for a revival of our mer-rha- nt

marine .through this act will hae
serious misgivings as to the wisdom of
having as the only active steamship
man on the shipping bo'ard a man whose
whole Interests are Identified with Brit-
ish shipping. Aroo.vaut.

Boston, Mass., December 26,

Scrapa f Paper.
Th CIIIimi I resolve to be good.
The Now Tear What better gutranu

can you give m than you gave th Old
Year?

Place.
Thouih war must veil mischance,

Th map llt br
Who dlta "omwberln Franca"

Uvea aterywhera.
McLiMsinaa Wmos.

OUR FOREIGN POLICY.

Its Purpose Seems te Be the Exalte
tloa of Nr. Wltsea Himself.

To wis Editor op Tin Sun Sir: Can
any one discover in ail the schotaatlo
maunderlngs of this Administration any
one appeal to the people of this country
to uphold Its noble Inheritance of honor
and duty? I not the whole course of
diplomacy a vague probing of our neigh
bors' feelings, , an absorbing effort to
be negatively neutral and a "watchful
waiting" for an opening wherein some
dlplomatlo glory may be come upon by
chance? All this with no thought for
the feelings of thousands of true Ameri-
cans who are praying and hoping for
some word or deed which will restore
the longed for thrill of patriotism and
the opportunity to exalt their country.

Another deplorable feature of the Ad
ministration's activity is Its effort to
take to itself all branches of govern
ment. It assumesathe position or spokes
man for the heart, mind and pocket of
the American people and mixes them
all indiscriminately. It struggles to

cJothe Jtself with the togas of
Washington, Lincoln, Monroe and Jef
ferson at one and one same time, and
passes by entirely the modern mantles
of Cleveland, McKlnley and Roosevelt,
which are cut on more matter of fact
lines and could In many ways be worn
becomingly and with greater modesty.

Fredkrick A. Kino.
Boston, December 2".

ADAM'S APPLE A CITRUS.

And Anyway the Term Apple Is Ap
plied to All Kinds of Fralt.

To tub Editor op Tub Sun Sir: I
have waited several days for some one
to send you nn answer to the Important
questions: Was the forbidden fruit an
apple? Why do folks call It an apple?

Has no word on this subject come to
you from Dr. Vlzetelly, who usually
rushes into type with answers to such
puzzles from his lexlcographlo and text- -
loglo stores?

Does not Gotnam, for generations the
proverbial city of wise men and now
the first city in the world for Talmudlc
lore, sport or support one .who wilt quote
from Mlshmaa or
what Rambam or "ethers said of Eve's
apple?

Turn we then to the Century Diction
ary (now In one volume on famous In
dia paper) and And under the word "ap-
ple," definition 3, the following:

S. A name popularly given to various
fruits or tr" having little or nothing In
common with the apple. Among them
are: Adam's apple (the lime, a variety of
Citrus meillca, and the plantain, Muia
parsillalaca) : the alligator-apple- . Anona
patu'tria: the balaam-appl- Momordlca
hal.amlna: tho wtM balsam-appl- Mlcram- -
pella lobata; the bett or Side-rotyl-

rugosum: the hitler apple or colo- -

rnth, Cltrullu colocynthls; tht apple of
Lam. atduius uiieoo; inn reaanappie, an
excrescence upon the Juniper caused by a
fungus (dymnosporanglum macropus); tho
custard-appl- species of Anona, especially.
In the West Indies, A. reticulata, and, In
the East Indie, A. iquamosa; the devil's
or mandrake apple, Mandrngora ofBclna-ru-

the or Jew's or mad ap-

ple, Bolanum eaculentum; the elephant or
wond-appl- Keronla elephantum: the
golden apple of Bengal, Tlelou marmeloa:
tho kangaroo-appl- Sotanum laclnlatum;
the Kel apple, Ah-r- la caffra; the love- -
apple or tomato, Lycoperslcon lycoperal-cum- :

the mammee-apple- , MammeS amerl-can-

the May or Indian apple. Podophyl
lum prltRtum: the monkey-appl- Clusla
Sava; the Otahelte apple, Spnndlaa dulcls:
the apple of rem, Vhysalodea physalodes:
the Persian apple (an early name for the
peach); the pineapple. Ananas ansns: the
pond-appl- Anona globra: the prairie- -
apple, the root of Psoralea escutcnla; the
rose-appl- Caryophyllus Jambos (Kuxenla
Jamboa of I.lnnieua): the seven-ye- r apple,
(lenlpa clusls'folla: the star-sppl- Chrysn.
ph)l!um calnlto; the auasr-appl- Anona
reticulata: the thorn-appl- Datura stra-
monium; Ac. The nlld apples of queens-lan- d

are the fruit of a speclei of a.

Or In the (equally India paper) En- -

cyclopaedia Britannlca, at the end of l(s
article "Apple," Volume II page 224,
second column :

Many notlc fruits, having nothing In
common with the apple, nre known by that
name, e. r., the )U Irani apple, Momordlca
balsamlna; the custard apple, (q, v.),
Anona reticulata: the egg apple, Solanum
esculentum: the rose apple, various species
of Kuxenla; the pineapple (c. v.), Ananas
satlvus: th star opple, Chrysophyllum
calnlto: and the apples of Sodom, Sola-nu-

sndometum, (A, II. It.)
A New England poet, I think, long

ago certainly before the nrquisltlon of
Hawaii and Porto Rico or the devel
opment of citrus groves In Florida or
California, wrote lines like these In
praise of theso United Ftates:

Let other lands exulting glean
The cluster from the lne,

The orange from Its glossy green
The apple from the pine

and, I suppose, meant pineapple by the
last lflie.

But 1 can't find this note In the dic-
tionaries, though I am sure It Is true:

"Apple In Ensllsh, like pontine In

1'rench (pomme de terre Htid poinme
d'amour, for example) and pomum In
Latin, Is used loosely of any fruit. The
golden npples of tho Hesperldes may
have been oranges, and so too the Bib-

lical 'apples of gold In pictures of silver.'
The same phenomenon In linguistic us
age may !o seen In 'beach plum," which
Is not a plum, and also In the name
'alligator pear,' or 'avocado pear.' Or
Is an avocado, or 'lawyer pear," In the
very nature of things something that
belles Its name?"

I hope that this may put your corre-
spondent's mind in something nearer
"apple pie order." Arri.rro.v Aitlkbt.

New York, December 26.

tlrnrnU Hfierldan'a Birthplace.
To Til a Kmtds or Till! Sex Sir: In or-

der that Dr. O'Malley may be set right as
to the birthplace of tleneral Philip II.
Sheridan, permit me to quote from the
"l'ersonal Memoirs of P. II. Sheridan,"
Volume I., Chapter I., In which "Mttle
Hill" says! ".My parents. John and Mary
Sheridan, came to America In IR.IO. lux-lu- g

been Induce. 1 by the representations
nf my father's uncle, Thomas (lalnnr, then
living In Albany, N. V to try their for- -

tunea In the New World, They were born
and reared In the County Caan, Ireland,
where from early manhood my father had.
tilled a leasehold on the estate of Cherry
Mount My parents were blood
relations cousins In the second degree
my mother, whose maiden nam was
Minor, having descended from a collateral
branch of my father a family. lie (ore
leaving Ireland they had two children.
and on the 6th of March, 1 831, the year
after their arrival in this country, I was
born In Albany, N. Y tho third child In
a family which eventually Increased to alx

four boys and two girls,"
(Ieoiox F, SnaaDT,

Nsw Toax, December 20.

The Automobile raises lie Twentieth Mile,
atone,

Frosi He London rareafclr.
It waa twenty years ago November 14,

1804. that motor cars were first distin-
guished from traction engines and allowed
to travel on public roads without a man
with a red Sag preceding them. To cele-
brate the occasion a procession was organ-
ised that day nn the Ilrlghton road. It
any vehicle which took part In that pro-
cession were to appear In the streets now
It would create almost as much aatonlsh-me- at

a megatherium.

EPIDEMIC AMONG tJV--l
ACCLIMATIZED TROOPS.

Army Deeters lit Eareaw Flai That
Heine Is the Beet Preservative ef Their Health.

The outbreak of pneumonia among
trooDa at the border is a ohenomenon
to be closely studied, not excluded
as something accidental. To con
sumption first, and then to pneumonia.
Is due the greatest mortality of mod-er- n

armies from disease. "The re-

cruit," says Sir William Osier, "takes
With him two enemies, the pneurao--
coccus and the tubercle bacillus."
Some of the observations of French
and British physicians are certainly
Illuminative on the epidemics or
pneumonia In France y;

. too
illuminative it seems, for details full
of significance have been excised by
the censor. It would appear, how-
ever, from the carefully censored re
port of Dr. Carnot and Dr. De Kerdel
In Paris Medical that unaccllmatlzed
troops, especially the colored, have
suffered severely from a plague of
pneumonia, which these authors call
the septicemic or blood poisoned
form. In the opinion of Dr. Carnot
the most virulent form of pneumonia
Is now raging among the recruits, and
particularly among the African regi-
ments of Serfegalcse and the Annam-Ite- S.

"The pneumococcus," he writes
In his report upon "Epidemic Pneumo-cos- ls

of Tropical Soldiers," generally
causes merely local or sporadic out-
breaks in France, but when the viru-
lence of the germ has Increased, and
when the bodily resistance of recruits
lias diminished, a veritable contagious-
ness In noted, a contagiousness which
produces the epidemics of pneumonia
or pneumonic ptague that we have
observed in our hospitals.

"These epidemics appear to be
more frequent among colonial troops.
Certain races, in fact, are more recep-
tive of the germ than others, and in
these men ordinary pneumonia often
assumes the grave epidemic form. We
have already experienced several of
these outbreaks In troops that have
been suddenly transplanted from
their homes to the cold districts of
Flanders and northern France. Experi-
ments with animals-hav- e proved that
such epidemics are due to a trans-
muted septicemic typo of the pneumo-
coccus."

It appears that the British have
also suffered, through their traditional
custom of sending unfit men to alien
climates. The germ of pneumonia
Increases In Its dally power among
two classes: the youth or lad who is
bupposed to be "delicate" nnd Is sent
to a warmer climate, and tho recruit
from the colonies who Is sent to the
trenches In France. This evil of the
British army system, an evil inciden-
tal to all army systems under which

NOT AN EFFECTIVE FORCE.
In an Emergency the National Oaard

Would Be Fonaa Waatlng.
To the Editor or The Svs Sir: I

would like to answer the letter signed
"A Defender of the Guard" that ap-
peared In The Sum of December 23.
lie, like the rest of the defenders, con-
siders the personal feelings of the men
In the Guard more than he considers
the protection of the nation : his faith-
fulness to the National Guard far out-
weighs ,hls love for his country. The
whole history of this country points to
the volunteer system as a failure. It
has so proved In every war. As a
military force the National Guard Is
without value in an emergency.

Were that emergency to be a sudden
declaration of war against us by any
single nation or combination of nations,
we should be called upon to raise not
less Uian a total of three million men.
The National Guard hasn't tone-flftlat- h

of that number, and what It has could
not be mobilized In two months at full
strength and vtlth tegular service equip-
ment. It would be poorly officered,
many of the officers being without any
qualifications to command and to be en-

trusted with the lives of those under
them except that they are good fellows
and are popular with the men In their
respective regiments. And the division
from each State would be commanded
by a politician, appointed by his Gov-
ernor to pay a political debt.

And this Ik the army of untrained men
which "A Defender" and all defenders
of the National Guard would have the
nation depend upon for Its very life
against millions of trained troops with
highly trained officers ami Generals.

J. C. Robertson, Jr.
East Oranor, N. J December 27.

FORTY YEARS AGO.

From a Diary of January 1, 1877.
The sleighing is the best the city

has ever known; all sleighs and cut-
ters ure out and there was racing on
Bt. Nicholas avenue. The favorite
course was from Charley Klnzell'a to
Gabo Cnse's. Skating In the park, too.

A crowd of gay slelghers Inst night
tried to make a lively New Year's
eve of It in tho St. Julian Hotel at
Eighty-sixt- h street and the Boule-
vard, but as It was Sunday Superin-
tendent Walling made Captain Sle-be- rt

stop them.
There is a good ileal of sadness on

account of tho wreck of the Kssel, off
llrldgchampton, with twenty-eigh- t
lost; nnd because of the Ashtabula
disaster, where they are still tuklng
out bodleN.

Last night there was a crowd at
Trinity to hear the bells. They p!ayci
"Praise Ye the Iord." "Old Hundred,"
"Yo Heavens Adore lllm," "Angels
from the Realms of Glory," "Yankee
Doodle Dandy," "My Lodging Is on the
Cold Ground" nnd "Home, Sweet
Home."

Went this afternoon to the Grand
Opera. House to see Daly's revival of
"New York by Gas and to-
night to see Booth ns Brutus at the
Lyceum.

The old custom nf New Year call-In- g

seems to be disappearing. There
was more drinking In the hotels and
clubs than ever. Mayor Ely had a
reception In the City Hall, but fwattended,

A Discovery In Sunflower rolltlea.
From lie Ossoraa Former.

For several weeks pa it wa have noted
that one J, M, Itodgers, over In Mitchell
rounty, haa been trying to tear up the earth
in an endeavor to besmirch Otla U Ben-
ton and at the same time glorify John
Connelly, We have found the bug under
the chip. Rodgers's brother Is postmaster
at Belolt aad wanta another term.

Slace Waasea Vote .a llliaals.
From Me Brimfltlt

Mr. Kverett Foster and UUa Abble K.
Torter, both of Brlmfleld, were united In
marriage on Wednesday, Mr, and Mra.
Porter will make tbtlr borne la

JPNEUMONIA

Bslawsri Are Net Machines and a Visit

I soldiers have a pull, Is bitterly ei.posea in an anicie on "The Quet.
tlon of Passing Army Unfits for the
Tropics" In tho Journal of Tropical j

Medicine and llu'olcnc of December
1916. The writer denounces the pru.'
ent abuses of recruiting that allow
families to send their weaker mcmben
to warm climates under the mistaken
notion that a man with a tendency to
consumption must be benefited there,
by. Not only tho man but the army
often suffers, since the change of
climate In many cases becomes the
deciding factor, not the temperature,
The ablest English physicians have!
protested against this nbuso nt re.
crultlng, and they urge tho following
reasons It Is well known that ell.
mate Influences very considerably tht
bodily health of those whose median.
Ism Is especially responsive to changes
of temperature. Hence many pcopl
believe that the temperature Is tht
whole thing, feeing In a vague way
that protection from harsh extremes
of heat and cold is sufllclent, and
after practical questions of lighting,
ventilation and clothing have been
disposed of, that the other Influences,
of climate are abstruse, special, in.
comprehensible. So they are, In a
sense, as experiences In France show,
even to doctors, who rather oetents.
tlously employ climate as a means ot
treating their worst cases of pneum-
onia and consumption, and thus their
more or less haphazard remedies art
kept in the foreground by this

semt-sclentlf- routint
which would put the body of nun
under the same physical laws as any
other mechanism.

There are fortunately many slgni
that this medical extremism la pan-In- g

away, and though it Is necessary
as In earlier periods for medical
practitioners to use climatic methods,
these will be employed with more
science, and it will be recognized that
in the treatment of many diseases the
first point for consideration Is the
state of mind of the patient. Climate
has mixed effects. Army doctors art
now, after two years of war, begin
nlng to return to the ideal of horn
treatment. The complete healer. In

the case of thousands of French and
British soldiers, is the native hearth.
Authorities like Sir James Mackenzie,
Sir Thomas Barlow and Sir William O-
iler are tending to bring tho Influence,
of custom, familiar food nnd scenes to
act on bodily, function. The abuses pns.
stble in calling In aid foreign climate-- ,

are now evident. Epidemics of pneu-
monia and tuberculosis are common
among French and British.

CYNIC'S NATURE STUDY

He Sees an Owl Among the T.ambs, II

Xot a Flying Lobster.
To the KoiTon or The Sf.v Sir- - I

have received from the Public He.il'.i
Service of the Treasury Department, n"t
a tip on the sto'ck market, but advlte,
with apposite reference to the care of
the bird, the fox, the squirrel and th
dog, not to worry, nn matter what
done by this Government fur my tner
tal uplift ninl pecuniary loss. At flr
I was of the opinion that the nrgumer't
and Instances of this valuable state p'
per wr.v not so strong and good as t

of "The Progress of Man," ot which ic

seemed to oe u weak copy, but In th jl, ... ..i. in..i.. .i.... i jin imciy mm i mhh lit it nusiHhe. I '

consider the well known lines of t.:e
earlier effort:
Ah! who has seen the mailed !obte rf- -

Clap his broad wings, and soaring c;a u

the skies?
When did the owl, descending from hr

bow'r
Crop, 'midst the fleecy flocks, the tenter

flow'r?
I think we all saw this happen U

Thursday, If wc make the usual al'na
ances for the exigency of poetical lan-
guage, which, for the sake of verse,
speaks of a lobster as mailed, Ac. AM
so, If we should go through the list of
the poem, wc should be obliged to con-

cede the greater appropriateness of the
examples so eloquently urged hy t!
Public Health Service. Judged by the
standard of humbug and hypocrisy.

John It. Gleason
New TonK, December 2fi.

ATTENTION. EUROPE!
To Stop a Mule's Braying Tie a Stnne

to Ills Tall.
To tub Editor ovnir. Pun Sir.' Tr

French veterinary experts vho du' t

only stop an army mule from braying b'
operating on the animal's nostril shi-ti-

have studied In Colorado. When 111 t 'Pike's Teak state It is deemed advisable
to Induce a Colorado canary (burro)
cease singing the cessation Is qui '
and accurately accomplished by the c"
simple remedy of attaching a stone to
the canary's tall. So long as the weight
sufllclent to prevent any elevation of the
caudal appendage braying Is Impoi-slk-

The same remedy will accomplish th
same reenilt with a mule If any Trench
(hero can be found brave enough to at-
tach the stone to the mule's tall,

Frank A. Kg n
New Tork, December 25,

TRADE BRIEFS.
Cochin China's Imports of hardu.i'e --

chlnery and Iron and Heel are vnue
12.000,000 In a iH.rm.il ear. The

sre trade offers the het marke
Amerlcaji products.

High freight rates caud by the
In a decrease nf maize sh p .

from Cochin China during the pas'
France s the only-- customer (or
product, '

More than half of the petr,,ieo
most of the lubricating oils ue l in
kin. Krench Imlo.t'hlna, In ini.V i
from the United States. Imports
declined, however, because of the pre --

high prices,
A hill has been presented to the

providing for the opening of n ne
In Spain, to be known s ih,. Han n

panol de Comercln i:terlor Th p
of the proposed bank will be primer1
extension of foreign trade.

Coniul Jose de Otlvarn at Ham' "
Ontario, suggests that an energetl rt

vertlslng campaign In this district si l

do much to Increase the demand for
electric lighting supplies,

Stee stamps and dies, metal plates fir
machinery and rubber stamp specls
are In demand In Argentina,

The scarcity of rubber in Herman)
resulted In the use of wooden tires
bicycles. Steel coll tires have alsi
tried, but they are objectionable te-- .

of the damage they do to pavements
South Africa offera an attractive mstksi

for safes.

(Iloosny rorebodlagt.
From the f.'mpona Galfttt

The Kansas legislature l the only t

on' tho newspaper s vision of a llapiv
Tear,

I


